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of M'Quarrie, had as good an appearance as the royal gravestones ; if they were royal, we doubted.
My easiness to give credit to what I heard in the course of our Tour was too great. Dr. Johnson's peculiar accuracy of investigation detected much traditional fiction, and many gross mistakes. It is not to be wondered at, that he was provoked by people carelessly telling him, with the utmost readiness and confidence, what he found, on questioning them a little more, was erroneous1. Of this there were innumerable instances.
I left him and Sir Allan at breakfast in our barn, and stole back again to the cathedral, to indulge in solitude and devout meditation2. While contemplating the venerable ruins, I reflected with much satisfaction, that the solemn scenes of piety never lose their sanctity and influence, though the cares and follies of life may prevent us from visiting them, or may even make us fancy that their effects arc only 'as yesterday, when it is past8,' and never again to be perceived. I hoped, that, ever after having been in this holy place, I should maintain an exemplary conduct. One has a strange propensity to fix upon some point of time from whence a better course of life may begin1.
1 ' He that surveys it [the church-yard] attended by an insular antiquary may be told where the kings of many nations are buried, and if he loves to soothe his imagination with the thoughts that naturally rise in places where the great and the powerful lie mingled with the dust, let him listen in submissive silence; for if he asks any questions his delight is at an end.' Johnson's Works, ix. 148.
1 On quitting the island Johnson wrote: ' We now left those illustrious ruins, by which Mr. Boswell was much affected, nor would I willingly be thought to have looked upon them without some emotion.' Ib. p. 150.
3 Psalm xc. 4.
1 Boswell wrote on Nov. 9, 1767 :—'I am always for fixing some period for my perfection as far as possible. Let it be when my account of Corsica is published ; I shall then have a character which I must support.' Letters of Boswell, p. 122. Five weeks late.r he wrote :—' T have been as wild as ever;' and then comes a passage which the Editor has thought it needful to suppress. Ib. p. 128.
Beingsts, but ill prepared for our entertainment; however he soon produced more provision than men not luxurious require.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 146.
